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Energy and mining projects are capital intensive requiring large 

amounts of money which is often beyond the reach of any host              

government, hence necessitating the presence of  international                

investors in these sectors. The African continent is home to massive 

energy and mineral resources,  and it has also in recent years attracted 

a significant amount of energy/mining related disputes in international 

arbitration. This conference is therefore timely given the rising role of          

international arbitration on the African continent. To put this into        

context, it is imperative to note that commercial disputes on the African 

continent will keep increasing given the anticipated economic                  

development and industrialization in the region.  For instance, the           

International Energy Agency (IEA) data reveals that the African          

continent will become the most populous region by 2023, as one-in-two 

people added to the world population between today and 2040 are set 

to be African.  The anticipated boom in population growth, urbanisation 

and industrialisation will necessitate an increase in investments in the 

various sectors of the economy, hence  increasing the risk for more    

commercial disputes- that can be resolved through international           

arbitration. 
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Energy and mining projects are capital intensive requiring large amounts of money which is 

often beyond the reach of any host government, hence necessitating the presence of 

international investors in these sectors. The African continent is home to massive energy and 

mineral resources,1 and it has also in recent years attracted a significant amount of 

energy/mining related disputes in international arbitration. This conference is therefore timely 

given the rising role of international arbitration on the African continent. To put this into 

context, it is imperative to note that commercial disputes on the African continent will keep 

increasing given the anticipated economic development and industrialization in the region.2 

For instance, the International Energy Agency (IEA) data reveals that the African continent 

will become the most populous region by 2023, as one-in-two people added to the world 

population between today and 2040 are set to be African.3 The anticipated boom in population 

growth, urbanisation and industrialisation will necessitate an increase in investments in the 

various sectors of the economy, hence increasing the risk for more commercial disputes- that 

can be resolved through international arbitration.4 

 

                                                           
1 According to the 2021 BP Statistical Energy Survey, Africa had proven oil reserves of 125.1 billion barrels at 
the end of 2020, equivalent to 41.2 years of current production and 7.2% of the world’s reserves. Similarly, 
Africa produced an average of 6865 thousand barrels of crude oil per day in 2020 or 7.8% of the world 
production. See British Petroleum (2021), https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/business-
sites/en/global/corporate/pdfs/energy-economics/statistical-review/bp-stats-review-2021-full-report.pdf 
2 Nalule VR. Interna�onal Arbitra�on in Africa: 6th ICC Africa Conference. ICC Dispute Resolu�on Bulle�n, 2022 
No.3. Can be accessed at, h�ps://jusmundi.com/en/document/publica�on/en-6th-icc-africa-conference-on-
interna�onal-arbitra�on 
3 IEA. 2019. Africa Energy Outlook 2019, IEA, Paris h�ps://www.iea.org/reports/africa-energyoutlook-2019. 
4 Nalule VR. Interna�onal Arbitra�on in Africa: 6th ICC Africa Conference. ICC Dispute Resolu�on Bulle�n, 2022 
No.3. Can be accessed at, h�ps://jusmundi.com/en/document/publica�on/en-6th-icc-africa-conference-on-
interna�onal-arbitra�on  
Nalule VR. What is the Problem with Stabilization Clauses in Petroleum Agreements?. Journal of 
Sustainable Development Law and Policy (The). 2022 May 24;13(1):85-102. 
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Indeed, we need to perceive international arbitration in the practical 
sense by connecting it to the different sectors of the economy.  For 
instance, taking cognizance of the pertinent global challenges including 
climate change, energy transitions, famine, poverty and many others as 
stipulated in the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN 
SDGs),  we note that international arbitration should be evolving in 
order to address the disputes that are likely to arise in the process of 
achieving the UN SDGs. For instance, SDG 7 is focused on Energy Access 
while SDG 13 is focused on Climate Action.  These two sectors are prone 
to more disputes which can be resolved through international                    
arbitration.
The African continent is at the centre of either contributing to tackling 
these global challenges or even receiving support to address the same. 
A case in point is the global energy crisis, which has seen many                
developed countries looking to Africa and the Global South for more 
fossil fuels including oil, gas and coal-as a way to ensure energy              
security.  Additionally, in a bid to tackle climate change, the African    
continent is at the centre of supplying the critical minerals such as 
cobalt, that are essential for the clean technologies necessary for the 
energy transition.  In essence, the continent is home to massive energy 
and mineral resources, which not only contribute to the economic          
development of the countries concerned, but they are also a source of 
commercial disputes that are often resolved through international       
arbitration. For example, according to the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC), 130 parties from sub-Saharan Africa accounted for 
approximately 5 per cent of all parties in its 2019 caseload, with              
Nigerian (19), South African (13) and Mauritian (10) parties taking the 
lead.   In 2020, energy disputes accounted for about 18 percent of the 
total case load of the International Court of Arbitration.   For instance, 
according to the 2019 records for the London Court of International     
Arbitration 
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The African continent is at the centre of either contributing to tackling these global challenges 

or even receiving support to address the same. A case in point is the global energy crisis, which 

has seen many developed countries looking to Africa and the Global South for more fossil fuels 

including oil, gas and coal-as a way to ensure energy security.8 Additionally, in a bid to tackle 

climate change, the African continent is at the centre of supplying the critical minerals such as 
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of commercial disputes that are often resolved through international arbitration. For example, 

according to the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), 130 parties from sub-Saharan 

Africa accounted for approximately 5 per cent of all parties in its 2019 caseload, with Nigerian 

(19), South African (13) and Mauritian (10) parties taking the lead.10  In 2020, energy disputes 

accounted for about 18 percent of the total case load of the International Court of Arbitration.11  

For instance, according to the 2019 records for the London Court of International Arbitration 

                                                           
5 Nalule VR. Interna�onal Arbitra�on in Africa: 6th ICC Africa Conference. ICC Dispute Resolu�on Bulle�n, 2022 
No.3. Can be accessed at, h�ps://jusmundi.com/en/document/publica�on/en-6th-icc-africa-conference-on-
interna�onal-arbitra�on 
6 For instance, SDG 7 is focused on Energy Access while SDG 13 is focused on Climate Ac�on. 
7 Nalule VR. Interna�onal Arbitra�on in Africa: 6th ICC Africa Conference. ICC Dispute Resolu�on Bulle�n, 2022 
No.3. Can be accessed at, h�ps://jusmundi.com/en/document/publica�on/en-6th-icc-africa-conference-on-
interna�onal-arbitra�on 
8 The Energy Crisis has been exacerbated by the geopoli�cs in Europe, making the African con�nent at the 
centre of gas supplies. For more details see, Bloomberg UK, 
h�ps://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2022-07-10/europe-s-africa-gas-imports-risk-climate-goals-
leave-millions-without-power. Last accessed on the 20th of September 2022. 
9 Nalule VR. Interna�onal Arbitra�on in Africa: 6th ICC Africa Conference. ICC Dispute Resolu�on Bulle�n, 2022 
No.3. Can be accessed at, h�ps://jusmundi.com/en/document/publica�on/en-6th-icc-africa-conference-on-
interna�onal-arbitra�on 
10  ICC News, 11 June 2019, at https://iccwbo.org/media-wall/news-speeches/icc-arbitration-fi guresreveal-new-
record-cases-awards-2018/. 
11 ibid 
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(LCIA), African parties were involved in slightly more than 10 per cent of 
the cases (up from 8 per cent in 2018). 
 

This conference therefore will provide an in-depth and comprehensive examination of 

international commercial arbitration in Africa, with a focus on energy and mining 

disputes. With the contribution from top-class speakers, the conference will provide 

indispensable update on the developments in the region. Topical discussions will be 

covered. The conference is also an opportunity to officially launch a time book on 

‘International Arbitration in the African Energy and Mining Sectors’, edited by          

Dr Victoria R Nalule and Professor Damilola Olawuyi. Consequently, the conference 

is organised into three main panels, reflecting the main themes addressed in the book 

including, the current trends in international arbitration; international arbitration as 

a source of resolving energy and mining disputes; and the future of international        

arbitration.

DATE:   31st March 2023

TIME:   10:00- 16:00 UK time

PLACE:  Virtual
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Keynote & Welcome remarks.

PANEL DISCUSSION

10:00- 11:00

PANEL 1
Current trends in International Arbitrations:                 

Opportunities and pertinent challenges

11:00 - 12: 00

PANEL 2
International Arbitration as a Source for Resolving 

Energy & Mining Disputes

12:10 - 13: 10 

PANEL 3
Reflecting on the past and looking at the future of 

International Arbitration

13:20 - 14:20 

PANEL 4
CLIMATE CHANGE LITIGATION. BOOK LAUNCH
International Arbitration in the African Energy and 

Mining Sectors edited by Dr Victoria Nalule and          

Professor Damilola Olawuyi

14:30- 16:00

NETWORKING16:00

Closing Remarks:
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CONFIRMED SPEAKERS 

Diane Okoko

Ms Mercy
Okiro

Prof.Damilola
S. Olawuyi

Solomon
Ebere

Madeline
Kimei

Brandon 
malone

Mr. Duncan
Bagshaw

Mr. Godwin
Omoaka

Dr Victoria R
Nalule

Ms Cynthia
Opakas

Prof. Emilia
Onyema

Dr Prince
Olokotor

Prof. Raphael
Heffron

Laura Alakija Mr Süleyman
BOSÇA

Dr Abayomi
Okubote

˛
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SUPPORTING ORGANISATIONS 
1. Energy Disputes Arbitration Centre (EDAC), Turkey

2. Africa Arbitration Academy

3. Nalule Energy and Mining Consultants (NEM Energy)

4. SOAS UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

5. Palgrave Publishers

6. Scottish Arbitration Centre

7. African Energy and Minerals Management Initiative (AEMI)

8. Institute for Oil, Gas, Energy, Environment and Sustainable Development.

     (OGEES)

˛

Patson Wilbroad
Arinaitwe

“MORE SPEAKERS TO BE CONFIRMED



˛

www.nemenergyco.com 


